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WPS MONTHLY PRESENTATIONS PROVIDE EXCELLENT    

INFORMATION.  CASE IN POINT IS RICHARD BERUBEôS  

FEBRUARY TALK ABOUT SIR GEORGE HUBERT WILKINS. 

The Life and Times of Sir Hubert Wilkins  

How does someone go from being honored in a New York ticker-tape parade to a, HUBERT WHO?  

 

Australian, George Hubert Wilkins, sought adventure when leaving the family farm in the early 1900s, 

and, he certainly found it. In his lifetime, he was: 

¶ a cinematographer 

¶ a skillful aviator 

¶ a war correspondent 

¶ a war hero, recipient of multiple medals 

¶ knighted by King George V 

¶ a spy (had warned the US of an attack on Pearl                  

    Harbor) 

¶ a naturalist/ornithologist 

¶ a human rights activist 

¶ an expert polar navigator 

¶ an arctic submarineré 

 

The cover which started Richardôs interest in Sir Wilkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During his life of 70 years, Hubert had been to every continent and spent much of his life exploring 

both poles. Many of his achievements were firsts. This is but a few: 

¶ First to use the airplane to film war coverage of the Balkan War of 1912-23 

¶ First airplane flights over the North and South Poles 

¶ First to land a ski plane on the polar ice cap 

¶ First to have a submarine under the ice cap at the North Poleô 

        Continued on Page 6 

If you have an item for The Buffalo email it today:   

buffalo_editor@mymts.net 

Deadline for articles for the April issue is March 31st 

We announce the passing 

of Donald (Don) Fraser on 

March 2nd, 2020. 



 

R.P.S.C. Chapter 86  

A.P.S. Chapter 813 
 

EXECUTIVE & DIRECTORS 

President:   John Kelly 

Past-President  Bernie Smith 

1st Vice-President:  Diane Malinoski 

2nd Vice-President: Bill Pooley 

Directors-at-Large: 

  (2022) Len Kruczynski 

  Dave Dawes 

  (2021)   Ken Kristjanson 

   

Treasurer:   Mike Zacharias 

Recording Secretary:      Al Wingate 

Membership Secretary:   Debbie Birch 

 

Annual Dues Payable  July 1st Each Year: 

 

Regular- $35.00  Senior- $25.00 

SpouseÀ- $20.00  Junior- $15.00 

À A spouse of a member may become a mem-

ber with all the rights, privileges and respon-

sibilities of membership, but does not receive 

The Buffalo. 

 

Application filed July to April 

Admission Fee Dues Total 

Regular  $2.00  $35.00  $37.00 

Senior  $2.00  $25.00  $27.00 

Others  $2.00  $20.00  $22.00 

 

Application filed April, May, June 

Regular  $2.00  $40.00  $42.00* 

Senior  $2.00  $30.00  $32.00 

Others  $2.00  $25.00  $27.00* 

* includes dues for following year 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . . . . . . . $350.00 

 

RENEWALS 

 

Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid 

after November 30th of each year) are 

charged a $1.00 reinstatement fee.  

 

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day 

orientation before receiving full membership 

privileges. Membership dues unpaid by the 

December meeting will be deducted from the 

member's auction proceeds. 
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Calendar of Events 

Mar 3 Seniors Club Meeting 

Mar5 WPS Meeting & 

Auction 

Mar 7 Prairie Mountain 

Philatelic Society  

Spring Show 

Brandon 

Mar 8 RED RIVER 

BOURSE  

@ Charterhouse 

Mar 11 Scandinavian Club 

Meeting 

Mar 17 Seniors Club Meeting 

Mar 18 St Boniface Club 

Meeting 

Mar 19 WPS Meeting & 

Presentation by  

Bernie Smith 

Mar 21 WPS  

Spring Auction 

Mar 22 Manitoba Antique 

Association Sale 

Mar 25 Scandinavian Club 

Meeting 

Apr 2 WPS Meeting & 

Auction 

Apr 7 Seniors Club Meeting 

Apr 8 Scandinavian Club 

Meeting 

Apr 12 RED RIVER 

BOURSE  

@ Charterhouse 

Apr 15 St Boniface Club 

Meeting 

Apr 16 WPS Meeting & 

Presentation by  

Bernie Smith 

Apr 22 Scandinavian Club 

Meeting 

  

Buffalo Advertising Rates 

-1/10 page 

(Approximately 2 1/4ò x 2 3/4ò) @ $30 

pa 

Membersô Adlets 

¶ up to 30 words  

¶ (average of 5 characters 

per word) 

¶ 1 issueð $1.00     

¶ 5 issuesð $2.00 

¶ 10 issuesð$3.00 

 

Members may place two adlets a year 

at no charge 

 

Terms of Payment   payable to Winni-

peg Philatelic Society in a single pay-

ment at the time of the agreement. 

 

Deadline for Articles is the Saturday 

prior to the first meeting of the month. 

 

Keep those articles coming!!!!! 

 

The Buffalo is published monthly ex-

cepting July and August. Deadline for 

article submissions and advertising 

copy is the15th of each month preced-

ing the month of issue. 

."ȡ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÁÔ αȡέΪÐÍ 

-ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

3ÃÁÎÄÉÎÁÖÉÁÎ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒ 

αΰή %ÒÉÎ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 

7ÉÎÎÉÐÅÇȟ -"Ȣ 

DUTY OFFICERS 

Auctioneers:     Ken Kristjanson 

     Sid Kroker 

     Al Wingate 

     John Kelly 

Buffalo Editor:     Donald Bahuaud 

Buffalo Publisher :   Vacant 

Buffalo Mail-List :   Mike Zacharias 

Buffalo Mailing:      Donna Boles 

Librarian:      Robert Zacharias 

Program Chair:        Bill Pooley 

Exhibition Chair:      Diane Malinoski 

Charity Auction:     Donna Boles 

WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Box 1425, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 2Z1 
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 THE FIRST LIVING PEOPLE ON CANADIAN STAMPS 
 

By Sid Kroker 

 

ñWho is the first living person portrayed on Canadian stamps?ò  

 

The intuitive answer is Queen Victoria. She was portrayed on the Large Queen issue 

(Figure 1), the first series of the Dominion of Canada.  

 

But if one goes back in time to the Pence Issues of 

the Province of Canada, the answer is Prince    

Albert on the 6 pence (Figure 2), with Queen    

Victoria on the 12 penny black (Figure 3). 

 

The question gets a little more complicated if the Royals (Victoria, 

Edward VII, George V, George VI, and other Royal personages) are 

eliminated.  

 

For many years, it has been believed that the first 

non-regal living person was the model for the 

1958 Nurse stamp (Figure 4). The model for the image of the nurse was not a nurse but 

was actually a 21-year-old stenographer for the Canadian Trade Department. Her name 

was Florence Sullivan. 

 

However, some information has come to light in a British stamp weekly news magazine - 

ñStamp Collecting Stamp Review.ò The August 24, 1946 issue contains a description of 

the recent Canadian series - The Peace Issue. It consisted of an 8Â farm scene, 10Â Great 

Bear Lake, 14Â hydroelectric power dam, 20Â farm combine, 50Â lumbering and $1 train ferry. The         

magazineôs original source is stated to be an unnamed Canadian newspaper. 

 

The 8Â (Figure 5), is described as a farming scene ñbuilt up 

from several photographsò.  

 

The magazine says that ñthe farm house is that of Mr. N. S. 

Robertson, near Arnprior, Ontario.  

 

The other farm buildings, except for the silo (which is painted 

in) are from a farm just north of Toronto, whilst the ploughman 

and horses come from the Bais (sic) St. Paul district of       

Quebec.ò  

 

The locality is actually Baie St. Paul. The farmer is not       

identified but, if taken from a photograph, may be the first    

living non-regal person on a stamp. 

 

           Continued on Page 4 

Figure 1:  Scott 25 

3c Large Queen 

Figure 2:  Scott 2  

6d Prince Consort 

Figure 3: Scott 3 12d 

Queen Victoria 

Figure 4:  Scott 

380 5c Health  

issue 

Figure 5:  Scott 268 1946 Peace Issue 

8c Eastern Farming Scene 



 THE FIRST LIVING PEOPLE ON CANADIAN STAMPS 

 

Continued from Page 3 
 

The 50Â Lumbering stamp (Figure 6) is described as an amalgam of two 

photographs.  The article notes that ñin one of these, Sam Stenstead of the 

OôBrien Logging Company is seen cutting down a big tree in the Powell 

River district of B.C. and in the other, Geo. (sic) Crocker of Industrial    

Engineering Co. is about to start work on another big tree.ò 

 

Thus, it would seem that the first living people who are not Royals       

appearing on a Canadian stamp are two lumbermen:  Sam Stenstead and 

George (?) Crocker who take their place of honour in 1946. 

 

As a note of caution, this article also said that the train ferry pictured on the 

$1 stamp operated between Vancouver and Prince Edward Island.  

 

However, two weeks later, they apologized for the error, noting that ñthe train ferry would have to travel 

2,500 miles overland. Is our face red!ò 

 

After this issue and the Nurse stamp of 1958, there have been many living people portrayed on Canadian 

stamps - the Mounties, numerous singers, comedians, actors, astronauts and, of course, hockey players among 

the pantheon. This recent history is beyond the scope of this article but could be an entertaining topical      

exhibit. 

 

Thank you Sid, this would make a nice topical exhibit for our spring show.  Editor 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

COULTER, MANITOBA 
 

Coulter, Manitoba is a small community located in the South 

West corner of the Province. 

 

As a post office, it has seen 3 iterations:  1893ð1898 as   

Coulter, then was renamed Coultervale from 1898ð1927.  

This post office was located on Section 16 Township 1Range 

27 West of the Principale Meridian. 

 

However, there was a second post office called Coulter which was 

open from 1904ï Open.  This one was located in the community at 

Section 2, Township 2, Range 27 West of the PM. 

 

Coultervale was located South and West of Coulter (across the  Souris 

River Valley near the south intersection of PTH 83 and PR 251. 

 

It is about a 3.5 hour ride from Winnipeg and 1.5 hour ride from    

Brandon.  If your interested you can catch the International Peace  

Gardens south of Boissevain. 
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Figure 6:  Scott 272  1946 Pease 

IssueðLogging in BC 
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Buffalo Chips 

 

Winnipeg Philatelic Societyôs February 6th, meeting minutes: 
 

John Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:30pm 

 

A moment of silence was observed for Helen Zacharias, Des Connor, and Roger Fontaineôs father. 

 

Donna Boles was thanked for her work on the charity auction. 

 

Roger Fontaine noted the Charterhouse Bourse was on Sunday Feb. 9th. 

 

Donna Boles announced that the Prairie Mountain Philatelic Club in Brandon will be having their show and 

bourse on Saturday March 7th.  Details are on their website. 

 

Robert Zacharias thanked the membership for their support upon Helenôs passing. 

 

Robert Zacharias announced that the deadline for putting material in the large auction on March 21st was the 

next meeting, Feb 20th. 

 

Bill Pooly thanked everyone for their help with the quiz contest night and hoped everyone enjoyed it.  He then 

reiterated the list of upcoming speakers. 

Richard Berube will be presenting at next meetingðhis topic is to be on the ñLife and Times of Sir Hubert 

Wilkinsò.  

**************************************************************************************** 

Winnipeg Philatelic Societyôs February 20th, meeting minutes: 

John Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:30pm 

Howard Engel reminded about the banquet after the spring show closes on Sat with a guest speaker from 

VGG foundation.  He would like to know if you plan to attend and if you are bringing a guest. 

 

Bill Pooley announced that Bernie Smith will be talking at both the March and April meetings and that  

Howard Engel would talk at the May meeting. 

 

Robert Zacharias announced that the auction list will be out shortly. 

 

Bob Stanley mentioned that anyone wishing to join BNAPS because of our upcoming show should contact 

Gord Turnbull for an application. 

 

Bill Pooley introduced Richard Berube gave an interesting talk on the Arctic Explorations of adventurer    

Sir Hubert Wilkins. 
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DESMOND GEORGE CONNOR 

August 2, 1929 ï December 29, 2019 

Desmond (Des) died peacefully on Sunday of complications resulting from a fall. 

He will be lovingly remembered by his wife Elizabeth, daughter Alison (Rick 

Veregin), son Richard (Mariyanna) and grandchildren Lawrence and Lisa     

Veregin. 

Born in London, England, he and his family came to Winnipeg in January 1968. 

He taught at the School of Medical Rehabilitation, University of Manitoba until 

he retired in 1994. He had a long and happy life, and in 2019 celebrated both his 90th birthday and 65th wed-

ding anniversary with family and friends. 

Cremation has taken place, and a Funeral Service will be held on Friday, January 10, 2020 at 2:00 pm at St. 

Aidanôs Anglican Church, 274 Campbell Street. 

Our sincere thanks to the wonderful doctors and nurses on GA7, Health Sciences Centre who cared for Des-

mond, and his family, with such compassion during his last few days. 

If desired, donations may be made in his memory to St. Johnôs College, 92 Dysart Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3T 2M5 or to a charity of your choice. 

**************************************************************************************** 

Continued from Page 1 

An unassuming explorer, he preferred to live in the shadows. 

While noteworthy explorers such as Richard Byrd, Roald 

Amundsen, Charles Lindberg and Amelia Earhart garnered 

their places in history, Hubert simply faded away, almost 

completely forgotten, in spite of his numerous accomplish-

ments. 

On March 17th 1959, the nuclear submarine USS Skate 

reached the North Pole, broke through the pack ice into the 

arctic dusk. Two dozen men gathered, by torchlight, and 

scattered the mortal remains of the legendary Australian ex-

plorer Sir George Hubert Wilkins.  

 

Commander James F. Calvert read the traditional Episcopal 

for a burial at sea, as a rifle squad fired three volleys and 

raised the Australian flag.  

 

Upon the passing of his wife of 30 years, Suzanne Bennett, 

she, too, had her ashes taken to the North Pole by submarine, 

to join her husband. 

Thanks you Richard 
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Senior's Stamp Club 

    Meets at 1pm on the first and third  

          Tuesday of the month at  

     St James Assiniboine 55+ Centre 

            3-203 Duffield Street 

Scandinavian Collectors Club Of  

Manitoba 

Meets 2nd & 4th  

Wednesdays 7pm-10pm 

Slide Shows, Show & Tell, 

Circuits, Speakers, etc. 

Visitors Welcome. 

Info: Roger Fontaine  

@ 223-7809 

WPS History is looking for copies of  

the Buffalo. 

 

I have copies from 1986 to current,  

but I am looking for the older Buffalo's  

mostly 70's & early 80's. 

The Buffalo's don't have to be originals,  

copies would be great.   

Any help would be appreciated.  Please contact 

Debbie Birch @  

dbirch@mymts.net or  

Phone 204-783-8587 

WANTED 

 

New or used digital microscope  

Contact Donna Boles  

dawnanewyork@gmail.com  
Write with details of the microscope you have. 

SURVEY 
 

What would you like to see in the Buffalo? 

 

Here is your chance to tell me. 

 

 ___ More club news 

 ___ More Manitoba related items 

 ___ More specific collecting areas 

 

 ____ Postcards 

 ____ Postmarks 

 ____ British Commonwealth 

 ____ Scandinavia 

 ____ USA 

 ____ World 

 

 ____ Original articles and research 

 

LET ME KNOW  - DONALD B. 

 

mailto:dbirch@mymts.net
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Post Cards 
Buy Å Sell Å Trade 

Call Ken @(204) 489-2249 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY 

Stamp Supplies Available: 
 

If you need supplies, we can get them. Available 

directly to youé Stock books, Varo pages, world 

wide or country specific albums plus their supple-

mentary pages, acid free exhibiting pages, mounts, 

tongs, perf. gauges, watermark fluid, red boxes ï 

big or small, Gibbons color gauge, stamp              

cataloguesé Scotts, Gibbons, Yverts and othersé 

much more! 

 

Ask Terry Shestko or Roger Fontaine to see our 

order Catalogue. 

 

 Call Terry at 612-9118 or Roger at  223-7809 or  

     e-mail Roger at: stampman9@gmail.com 

mailto:stampman9@gmail.com

