CORONAVI RUS AND THE STAMP

The Club has cancelled all events. As it turns out, both our venues (the
Scandinavian Club and the Sunova Centre) closed before any of our
events could be held, making our cancellation moot.

We will resume our schedule when circumstances allow. As
circumstances are so unpredictable it is difficult to say when that may be.

CLUB AUCTI ONS AND PRESENT

These will resume when we get the all clear from the government.
Meetings are cancelled until fall. At that time, we shall see if we can re-
sume.

CLUB PUBLI C AUCTI ONS

We have all the material in hand. If this can be rescheduled, we will try
to do so. Again, we shall see.

ANNUAL STAMP SHOW

The show is cancelled and will be held next year May 1 and 2, 2021. We
cannot reschedule the Show to the fall as it would conflict with the Coin
Show September 26 and 27, 2020.

For those of you who miss the dealers — both from in and out-of-town -
most, if not all, of these attend the Coin Show September 26 and 27,

2020. You can visit them then. oF T
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EXECUTI VE & DI
President: John Kelly

RE(

Past-President Bernie Smith
1st Vice-President: Diane Malinoski
2nd Vice-President: Bill Pooley

Directors-at-Large:
(2022) Len Kruczynski
Dave Dawes

(2021) Ken Kristjanson

Treasurer: Mike Zacharias
Recording Secretary: Al Wingate
Membership Secretary: ~ Debbie Birch
Annual Dues Payabl e

Regular- $35.00 Senior- $25.00

Spouset- $20.00 Junior- $15.00

1 A spouse of a member may become a mem-
ber with all the rights, privileges and respon-

sibilities of membership, but does not receive

C SOCIETY

t PUTY OFFI CERS

VvV e n ..
Auctioneers: Ken Kristjanson
Sid Kroker
Al Wingate
John Kelly
Buffalo Editor: Donald Bahuaud
Buffalo Publisher: Vacant
Buffalo Mail-List: Mike Zacharias
Buffalo Mailing:  Donna Boles
Librarian: Robert Zacharias
Program Chair: Bill Pooley
Exhibition Chair:  Diane Malinoski
Charity Auction: ~ Donna Boles
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The Buffalo.
Application file

Admission Fee Dues  Total

Regular $2.00 $35.00 $37.00

Senior $2.00  $25.00 $27.00

Others $2.00  $20.00 $22.00
Application filed

Regular $2.00 $40.00 $42.00*

Senior $2.00  $30.00 $32.00

Others $2.00 $25.00 $27.00*

* includes dues for following year

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS . . ... ... $350.00

RENEWALS

Lapsed memberships or late renewals (paid
after November 30th of each year) are
charged a $1.00 reinstatement fee.

All new applicants must undergo a 60-day
orientation before receiving full membership
privileges. Membership dues unpaid by the

December meeting will be deducted from the
member's auction proceeds.
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Member sé Adl et s

1  up to 30 words

1 OCO0O00OO0 (average of 5 characters
per word)

M 1issue— $1.00

1 5issues— $2.00

T 10 issues—$3.00

Members may place two adlets a year
at no charge

Ter ms of payable to&indi-
peg Philatelic Society in a single pay-
ment at the time of the agreement.

Deadline for Articles is the Saturday
prior to the first meeting of the month.

The Buffalo is published monthly ex-
cepting July and August. Deadline for
article submissions and advertising
copy is thel5th of each month preced-
ing the month of issue.

Buffalo Advertisi
-1/10 page

(Approximately 2 1/4” x 2 3/4”) @ $30
pa




BRI TI SH PERFI NS
By Michael Tumber

According to Wikipedia’ a “perfin” is a stamp that has had initials or a name perforated across it to
discourage theft. The name perfin is a contraction of “perforated initials or perforated insignia”. They are also
sometimes called SPIFS (Stamps Perforated with Initials of Firms and Societies).

, ~ ) Apparently in the bygone days of jolly old [.= - "=~ 5

England there was quite a rash of thefts of | Ferfarating Meachine
{And o Normal Moandstamp)

stamps by underpaid clerks so when Joseph
Sloper invented his perforating machine in
March of 1868 it was welcomed with open
arms, but it was not until November 1st,
1868 that he received approval from the
British post office authority to start selling
and using his machines. So then if an
employee got caught with stamps they could
| be identified as to where they came from,

| other than from the post office. Apparently,
4 I"Zf also, one could pay small bills at their local
e post office with stamps but from that point
on the post office would not accept them if they were perforated.

Each different perfin design is called a “die” and a difference could be as small as a dot or a lower case letter
versus a capital letter. For example A B Gnd A . B are(ifferent dies as well as A B C @ different than

A B C oVariations in the number and placement of the “holes” also are classified as different dies even
though they may basically read the same. The Perfin Society in Great Britain has documented almost 25,000
different designs (dies), but they have only identified about 50% of the users. The main way to identify a user
is to find a perfin on an envelope with the company or organization’s name shown on the envelope. The other
problem is that the companies, for whatever reason, change their perfin over the years. Sometimes it is
because they add a son or a new partner to the business which would slightly change the business name.

Most of us are familiar with the Canadian OHMS perfins which
are perforated in two rows on each stamp. Perfin collectors have
adopted a method of writing the description of their perfins such
that OHMS would be written as OH/MS. A three line example
such as AB&CD would be written as AB/&/CD.

Perfins are difficult to read when still on paper, plus they are more
easily seen from the back of the stamp, but since most are
perforated in sheets face-up, the letters are backwards when reading them from the back of the stamp.

Continued on
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Continued dBBRMTP8HgePBRFI N

However, by turning the stamp face-up and holding it up to a light the

letters can normally be read quite easily in the correct order. Un- §:::

fortunately some sheets were perforated face-down so some letters such

as A,H,LM,0,T,V,W,X and Y when capitalized look the same from the

front or the back of the stamp. With some luck these letters are paired
with other letters to make identification easier.
Some perfins were placed sideways on the stamp
reading either up or down. There are also examples
of perfins placed diagonally on the stamp.

Not all perfins are letters. There are shields, crowns, bells,
arms, a “M” in a circle, and a “B” in a barrel to name a few.
Perfins exist mainly on definitive stamps but can be found on
some commemorative stamps. Perfins can also be found on
Machins with syncopated perforations, which
shows that they were still being used well into the
1990s. They can also be found on regional issues
such as Scotland and Wales.

In order to try and identify the users of my perfins,
without spending over 200 British pounds for a

specialized perfin catalogue, I created an Excel spreadsheet and listed all of
them in alphabetical order using the format described above and then I went to the

Perfin Society website and reviewed all articles and auc-
tion lists to find as many identifications as possible.

...........'.: . ‘
I also entered all of these into my spreadsheet into one
big alphabetical list, whether it corresponded to ones that
I had or not, in case I acquired them at a later date. I also
recorded the catalogue numbers of the ones that I have. I
presently have over 2500 identifications listed and of the
just over 600 different perfins that I have,
about a third are still not identified. Part of
the problem is the same perfin or a very
similar perfin would be used by different
companies or organizations.
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For example the perfin “BC” was used by 15
different organizations based on my list,
which I am sure is not a complete list of all
of the “BC” perfins that exist.
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Continued dBBMTPE8YHePERFI NS

What is interesting, however, is when you are able to identify certain perfins, such as the following:

AEC American Express AMX American Express BBK  Barclay’s Bank

B.M. Bank of Montreal TC Thomas Cook ESSO Imperial Oil

K Kodak G Guinness Brewery JP/S  John Player & Sons

HM/SO His (Her) Majesty’s Stationary Office JB/&Co  Joseph Sloper & Co. Ltd.

And the most common of all British Perfins according to The Perfin Society and to my
own collection (my spreadsheet tells me that I have 35 on different stamps) is PAC
which identifies as Prudential Assurance Company.

I find that the best way to display my perfins is in a stock book with black pages and
clear strips. I organize them by catalogue number and place them face-down along with
a non perfin version of the same stamp face-up.

W T wTwTwTEwTETTw ™

So the result is that my perfins are not in
perfin order but my spreadsheet cross
{references everything for me. Since I was
$oe e born in London, England I keep hoping that one day I will find a
% “T” perfin identified as Tumber, as I know that there were and still
.« |are alot of Tumbers in England, although I do not know if any of
them owned businesses.

| B g

For more information on British perfins and links to perfin clubs
from other countries, you can Google British Perfin Society”. Their
website states that the club was formed in 1957 and that they currently have over 300 members.
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DNKWRIBARIEKBMH NOVA SCOTI A COMMUNI TI
ELOEOAOEENGORIT 1
IKHRDOVNGLAOINR BADDECK BELLECOTE
BDADTIDLAHSRDEO BIGBRADOR BRIDGEWATER
AUELRHILTOSBGVN BURNSIDE CAPENORTH
COLDBROOK  EASTERNPASSAGE
RCRLSSSUALADEIE ENGLISHTOWN FALLRIVER
KLLNHROYOWPLWLP IONA LAWRENCETOWN
DAZTSMELDANOALA LOCHLOMAND MINEVILLE
FQOBRIRTHNRCTEC NORTHSYDNEY POTERSLAKE
EWQATUDPOWEUEOU PRESTON SYDNEY

NXYNOTSERPTYRAF WOODLAWN  YARMOUTH

DNAMOLHCOLSAUUB

As a tribute to the t dyin N
BIGBRADORMAUSLC Scoia, | am going o be doing a few
BFMLAWRENCETOWN word searches based on open Post Offic-
ETOCELLEBSYDNEY es in Rural Nova Scotia.
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CLUB DE TIMBRES
DE SAINT-BONIFACE

Le 3me mercredi de chaque mois
Heure:19 h

WPS History 1is
the Buffalo.
I have copies from 1986 to current,
but I am looking for the older Buffalo's
mostly 70's & early 80's.
The Buffalo's don't have to be originals,
copies would be great.
Any help would be appreciated. Please contact
Debbie Birch @
dbirch@mymts.net or
Phone 204-783-8587

Ioolli ng

Senior's Stampg CI
Lieu: Centre culturel Meets at 1pm on the first and third
franco-manitobain, Tuesday of the month at
340, boulevard Provencher St James Assiniboine 55+ Centre
n Club de timbres Saint-Boniface 3-203 Dutfield Street
club.timbres.saintboniface@gmail.com
SURVEY
WANTED
What would you Ilike|]Jto
New or used digi{{ Here i s our charjfce t
Contact Donna B y
dawnanewyor k @g mg|i More club news
Wl’ite W|th detai|S Of I:::More Man|toba re'theed
_ _More specific col]l ect
Scandinavian Col I|qg ____ Postcards
Manitoba ____ Postmarks
Meets 2nd & 4th ____ British Comnmonwe
Wednesdays 7pm-10pm —— = ngn dinavia
Slide Shows, Show & Tell, “T77 Worl d
Circuits, Speakers, etc. -
Visitors Welcome. __Original articles| and
Info: Roger Fontaine
@ 223-7809 LET ME KNXDMWALD B.
APRIL/ WPS Buffalo / 6
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Terry Shestko
TWS STAMPHOUSE

430 Juanne D'Arc S
wWinnipen, MB
R2H 2G5

P: 204-504-7763

BUSI NESS DI RE

RICHARD STOCKLEY BOOKS Specializing in Numismatic & Philatelic Literature

SPECIALIZING IN e . o'
o 9
nun[sv{Aﬂuﬁl&[{l‘mm W mnipeg. Manitoba R_J 363

Always looking to buy, sell or trade good material.

Richard Stockley Books

Howard R. Engel, Proprietor
2 Bayshore Cove

(anada

204-253-0419

richardstockleybooks@mymts.net

www.abebooks.com/bookseller/richardstockleybooks

POSTAGE STAMPS g §
BUY'SE[’[ TRADE WORLD WIDE o 7
olleétuons»Acc"u"“ﬁlatlons S 8
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Stamp Supplies Avail ab

If you need supplies, we can get them. Available
directly to you... Stock books, Varo pages, world
wide or country specific albums plus their supple-
mentary pages, acid free exhibiting pages, mounts,
tongs, perf. gauges, watermark fluid, red boxes —
big or small, Gibbons color gauge, stamp
catalogues... Scotts, Gibbons, Yverts and others...
much more!

Ask Terry Shestko or Roger Fontaine to see our
order Catalogue.

Call Terryat 6 1-2 1 br8Rogerat 2 2-B 8 @r9
e-mail Roger at: stampman9@gmail.com

Bernard (. Smith

Postal Historian

——— e el s el = e et

| (204) 619-2687
bernardcsmith@gmail.com

Home Visits Office Visits
Service at YOUR PLACE of convenience
vour “MOBILE LAW OFFICE”

Wm. B.K. Pooley B.A., L.L.B.
837 Downing Street

Winnipeg, MB R3G 2P6
4T 783-1632 %

Lawyer, Notary Public

Day, Evening and Weekend Appointments Available

yUUUU

Post Cards

Buy A Sell A
Call Ken @(204) 489-2249

CULTURE

IQNANONANQNANQNANAE

IQNANANAN

CORREOS TAKES CARE OF YOUR HEALTH ‘

Depression
anxiety
stress

You need Philately

a e
wa®
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o, N 30 For all ages

Rapid effect
No expiry date
No side-effects

Collect
Stamps,

|mprove your life

FLEA‘:URE TIME- OUT RELAXATION ENTERTAIMENT AMUSEMENT

SUBSCRIBE

ooooooooooooooooo
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e e e Borreos
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TAWBNIDEPNGAXYRDETFG

JIQIZEDOZGLQRDENLAZL NOVA SCOTI AN COMMU
GTMTLIILMBIUNESALNJA 5
SPNBSLUREIBNLUELITIC

WANDEAIROSNLKBRSVANE
LLOCVRTAEMIIVDVITLOB
IOPOBBLKMVTPOWESNLSA
WORURHWEFSTRBNMAEOAY
CCEIKAGLALWHOCIMKNKI
XADXHKOLHKAOLPNTZYSS

GGWTUWJPDJRPORESFEEZ ALBERTBRI DGE
EDROFRETAWYKEDSIBLOF AMHERST
QOTSREHMAXWECKNRBLRD

PUPPERTANTALLONHOAJB BEDFORD
COLDBROOKAGFMRACMVEA CHRI STMASI SLAND
LTBRPCPNZOXWILEBWDYV COLDBROOK
LIIRZOKMVVRTZLOVFEMKT DOMI NI ON
FLORENCERQORCIAOADXF

WULOLSZFXECOSBRHMWGH FELSgF’g‘ESI\?CI:\IIIE
GRUOBSIUOLOECDDHNIKU

FRAMBOI SE
GLACEBAY

APPLICATION FOR M EMBERSHIP KHEANLTI\/Fl A|\_>|(_ E
IN THE L A N T Z
WINNIPEG PHILATELIC SOCIETY LOUI SBOURG
Box 1425, Winnipeg, MB, R3C 271 PORTHAWKESBURY
PORTMORI EN
N AME RESERVEMI NES
é:DT?(RESS - TANTALLON
PosTAaL CoDE - TI MBERLEA
EMAIL UPPERTANTALLON
PHONE VALLEY
COLLECTING INTERESTS WATERFORD
WAVERLEY
RGULAR @ $35.00 WI LLI AMSWOOD

BNIOR @ $25.00
JUNIOR / SPOUSE @ $20.00

WOLFVI LLE
WOODSI DE

( ADD A ONE -TIME $2.00 ADMISSION FEE )
IF YOU HAVE A FRIEND , AQUAINTANCE OR FAMILY MEMBER, WHO

WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR CLUB , PLEASE PASS THIS APPLICATION Capitol of Nova S
FORM ON TO THEM . WE WILL SUPPLY YOU WITH A REPLACEMENT
BuFFALO. K  ____ __
THANK YOU ! . . .
WELCOME!! Wha.t wer e t he |n|_t|al
police force organized

N WMP

1X®1 SIY1 Se uonoalip

awes ul |age| Bulrew aseld
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